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anaesthetize) his awareness of occult possibilities.
But our author shares this attitude with most scien-
tists.   They reject everything that hints at mysti-
cism, miracles or superstition.   This repression of
the  " mystical complex" is usually unsuccessful
and acts as an irritant to consciousness, producing
a kind of obsession which clouds the reason and is
translated finally into various symptomatic acts.
Thus, by way of over-compensation, the repression
of this complex gives rise to hostility and sarcasm
towards everything occult, and results in a narrow-
ing of the intellectual horizon, in irritability, and
in distorted judgements.  The passage in the letter
makes it quite clear that Dr. Demole has just such
an " anti-mystical complex." Flournoy believes the
influence of this repressed complex on the conscious
mind   is  shown  in  the  unexpected  allusions  to
religious - phenomena and in the mention of the
Polish philosopher.   By showing that the origin of
his   own   " conviction"   was   purely   subjective,
Demole hoped to prove that religious experiences
are also subjective, not objective, revelation.
In concluding, however, Flournoy confesses that
he has given way to a complex of his own. " An
observer free of emotional complexes, that is,
absolutely neutral and impartial, free of any latent
tendencies, any prejudices, any tastes and distastes,
is humanly impossible. Such a man would observe
nothing and learn nothing.59 Flournoy refers to the
psycho-analytic practice which demands that every
psychologist undergo self-analysis. He has dis-
covered in himself a leaning toward the miraculous.
Also, the Polish philosopher was one of Flournoy's
friends and Flournoy was slightly annoyed at his
being brought into the discussion. This annoyance,